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Present to the Future
In commemoration of NPS’ 100th anniversary year, 
2009-2010, NPS is organizing a time capsule to be 
dedicated on Thursday, May 27, 2010 in the center 
of Spruance Plaza in the academic quad. The time 
capsule and its contents will offer a hands-on look 
at what life was like on campus, in the community, 
in the nation and globally in 2010. Students, 
faculty, and staff 100 years from now will learn of 
the achievements, advances, challenges, values, 
and opinions of the Naval Postgraduate School in 
its first century, the mark of our first 100 years.
A time capsule presents the NPS community with 
an opportunity to make a lasting contribution to 
the future history of the School with items that 
represent a ‘snapshot’ of NPS during its 
Centennial. 
The NPS Alumni Relations and Centennial 
Headquarters Office is organizing the time capsule 
project, collecting dozens of items from faculty, 
staff, students, alumni and members of the 
community. Memorabilia includes items such as 
letters, photos, keys, coins, newspapers, books, 
programs, brochures, CDs, thumb drives, iPhones 
and more, all of which are protected inside the 
time capsule, a gas-treated air and water-tight 
vessel.
The time capsule will be buried on June 9, 2010 
under a four foot bronze cover plate bearing the 
Centennial peacock logo in the center of Spruance 
Plaza. It will remain buried and sealed until NPS’ 
bicentennial year, 2109-2110. Like the timeline 
along Root Hall, the time capsule and bronze cover 
plate will serve as lasting symbols of the great 
achievements of NPS, its students, faculty, and 
staff over the first one hundred years and remain 
as the promise of many more successes in the 
years to come. 
All current and past students, faculty, staff, 
alumni, and friends can write individual messages 
to be included in the time capsule through the 
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Centennial Time 
Capsule FAQ’s 
How big is the time capsule?
The cylindrical time capsule is 36 cubic 
feet in volume.
Who gets to contribute to the time 
capsule?
Everyone at NPS will get to contribute in 
some way to the time capsule. Each school, 
institute, center, department, office (i.e. 
Registrar, Public Affairs, Human 
Resources), as well as other members of 
the NPS and base community (i.e. PWD, 
NPS Foundation, MWR, etc.) will get to 
contribute an item for inclusion in the time 
capsule. A complete list of approved 
contributors can be found at 
www.intranet.nps.edu/timecapsule. 
How will schools, departments, 
centers, etc., decide what one item 
they contribute to the time capsule?
Each group designates a point of contact 
who determines how their time capsule 
item will be chosen. Groups carefully select 
their time capsule item to best represent 
themselves in the year 2010. Broad 
participation is strongly encouraged.
How large of an item can be 
included in the time capsule? 
Items need to be less than 1/3 cubic foot 
and/or fit inside a gallon-sized bag. 
Special consideration will be given for 
larger items on a first come first served 
basis, but we cannot guarantee that larger 
items will be allowed.
Where do I bring the items being 
contributed to the time capsule? 
Items should be delivered to the Alumni 
Relations Office (Herrmann Hall Room 127 
E)  with a written description of the item.  
All items will be recorded and accurately 
inventoried.
When will the time capsule be 
dedicated and buried?
The time capsule will be dedicated by 
President Oliver on Thursday, May 27, 
2010 following the State of the School 
address and buried on NPS’ 101st 
anniversary, June 9, 2010.
Can anyone attend the time capsule 
dedication ceremony?
Yes- everyone is welcome to attend! (Base 
access is required.)
Where can I get more information 
about the time capsule?
For more information, visit the NPS 
Centennial website at www.nps.edu/100 
or call 656-6081.
Where do you obtain the container 
for sizing and placing time capsule 
contributions?
Containers can be picked up from the 
Alumni Relations and Centennial 
Headquarters Office, located in Room 127 E 
in Herrmann Hall. 
What items can be included in the 
time capsule? 
Examples of good time capsule items are: 
letters, photos, keys, military command 
coins, currency, newspapers, magazines, 
books, photos, programs, CDs, thumb 
drives, iPhones, Blackberry’s, etc.
What items CANNOT go into the time 
capsule?
Perishable items will NOT be accepted.
Do items contributed to the time 
capsule need to take advance 
precautions?
Yes. There are rules to follow for items to  
be placed inside time capsules. Items must 
comply with standard time capsule 
preservation rules to ensure their own 
survivability and the survivability of other 
items in the time capsule (i.e. no staples in 
papers, use only acid free paper, etc.) 
Instructions for proper preparation of time 
capsule items can be found on the NPS 
Centennial website at www.nps.edu/100.
Can individuals contribute items to 
the time capsule?
Individuals may submit written wishes, 
statements, etc. through the Centennial 
website at www.nps.edu/100. 
When are the items to be included in 
the time capsule due?
Time Capsule items are to be received no 
later than May 1, 2010. Items received after 
this date will not be included in the time 
capsule. Time capsule dimensions 
